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What is BPS?

O The Board of Pharmacy Specialties (BPS)
O Autonomous division of the American Pharmacists Association (APhA)
O The mission of BPS is to improve patient care by positioning BPS Board-Certified
Pharmacy Specialists as integral members of healthcare teams, through recognition

and promotion of specialized training, knowledge, and skills for pharmacists in the
United States and internationally.
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The mission of BPS is to highlight the value of having a Board-Certified Pharmacy Specialist as a part of the healthcare team and to recognize and promote the importance of specialized training, knowledge, and skills for pharmacists in the US and internationally.


About BPS
Governance and Credentials
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BPS currently offers examinations in 15 specialties, with Pain Management being the newest specialty that will offer its first exam in the future.

The added qualifications program for Cardiology and Infectious Diseases have ended as of December 31, 2017. The Board of Pharmacy Specialties began offering board certification examinations in these specialties in Fall 2018.



Value of BPS Board Certification

SO @ sk

Career Financial Peer Stay Personal
Advancement Incentives Recognition Up-to-Date Gratification
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�There are many reasons why someone may choose to become board-certified. Here are some common reasons why a pharmacist may choose to become BPS board-certified:
Career advancement (board certification is a commonly preferred/required qualification; RPDs must be board certified, etc.)
Information suggests higher earning potential vs non-BCPs; some employers pay for board certification fees, certification maintenance/recertification fees, study materials, recertification Continuing Professional Education (CPE), and/or offer raises or bonuses for board certification.
Recognition – interprofessional colleagues are very familiar with certification (physicians are board certified at a rate of ~90%) and recognize the rigor/effort needed to achieve it. BPS is seen as the gold standard for pharmacist certification, and pharmacist colleagues are certainly familiar.
Shifting perspective a bit: recertification requires pharmacists to stay up-to-date with guideline updates, new drugs, best practices in rapidly evolving landscape. Therefore, BPS board-certification provides a structure for maintaining continued competence and gaining new competencies.
Lastly, board-certification is a voluntary credential so a main motivator would be a pharmacist's personal reason. One commonly stated is personal gratification. (Pharmacists say it helps build confidence in their abilities as a practitioner and creates a sense of accomplishment).

Of course, the reason for achieving board certification will vary between individuals, but hopefully one or two of the benefits on this slide resonated with you and stood out as a reason you may want to consider board certification in the future.





BPS Eligibility Criteria

When Is someone eligible to sit for an exam?

Graduation from a
pharmacy program
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Achieve and maintain
current, active
license/registration to
practice pharmacy
inthe U.S. or
another jurisdiction and
provide demonstration of
practice experience

Fulfilled BPS eligibility
requirements for board
certification of interest
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Now you are aware of the value and impact of board certification, you may be asking how do I get started on my journey towards board certification. Let’s talk about the eligibility requirements to sit for BPS certification. 

For all BPS certification programs, the candidate must graduate from a school of pharmacy and have a current, active license or registration to practice pharmacy in the U.S. or another jurisdiction and provide demonstration of post-licensure practice experience, in order to fulfill the eligibility requirements for the specific board certification you are interested in.



BPS Eligibility Criteria
Eligibility (except BCPS, BCNP, BCNSP, BCSCP)

Completion of a PGY1
residency (ASHP or
CPRB accredited)
PLUS 2 additional
years of practice
experience with at
least 50% of time
spent in activities

relevant to the Content 4
Outline . . g
OR C"rf;‘gi'ggr‘]’gy"{ ;sZ?:YZ Achieve a passing score on the
accredited) AND Certification Examination
Y,

Completion of 4 years
of practice experience
with at least 50% of
time spent in activities
relevant to the
Content Outline

*ASHP: American Society of Health-System Pharmacists
CPRB: Canadian Pharmacy residency Board
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These are some of the eligibility pathways available. There are different pathways for different specialties, but most follow this pathway here. 

Completion of a ASHP or CPRB accredited post-graduate year 1 residency plus 2 additional years of practice experience with at least 50% of time in activities relevant to the specialty content outline  or
Completion of a PGY2 residency or 
Completion of 4 years of practice experience with at least  50% of time spent in activities relevant to the content outline

If one of those three pathways are completed a candidate would be eligible to sit for the exam.


BPS Psychometric Process
Independence and Rigor

O Job analysis
0 Mixed-methods research
O Literature searches
O Focus group interviews
O Surveying
O Informs definition of the specialty practice
area
O Results from domains of the examination
Content Outline
O Occur approximately every five years

d Content Outline is available on the BPS website
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Item Review



Presenter
Presentation Notes
The exam itself is not created by BPS staff; instead, it is created by subject matter experts who have experience in that specialty area. The definition of the specialty and the domains that a pharmacist practicing in that area should be competent in come from a psychometric process organized by BPS staff, but the content itself is decided by the subject matter experts in that area.


BPS Examination Content Outlines

Pharmacotherapy

Domain 1 (65%): Patient-Centered

Pharmacotherapy Q
Domain 2 (25%): Application of

Evidence to Practice and Education V

Domain 3 (10%): Healthcare Systems %
and Population Health
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This is an example of an exam content outline that is used to show the different topics/areas used to create board certification exams. These are created through Job Analysis that are periodically conducted to ensure that our exams follow what clinical practice looks like for the corresponding specialty.

You can find current and up to date Exam Content Outlines on the website at bpsweb.org


BPS Recertification

O Once a board-certified pharmacist achieves certification, they must maintain that
certification.

O BPS certification follows a 7-year recertification process.

O Recertification helps to ensure that a board-certified pharmacist is staying up to
date on their pharmacy specialty practice.

O BPS offers different paths to maintain certification. More information can be found
at https://bpsweb.org/recertification-overview/
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Once a pharmacist achieves board certification, they then maintain their certification. BPS's recertification cycle is 7 years, meaning a board-certified pharmacist must recertify every 7 years from the year they got their initial certification.

The current recertification process as of May 2024 is as follows:

A board-certified pharmacist has two options for recertification. They can recertify by examination, where they will take another exam on that 7th year, or they can recertify through professional development. Professional development means going through BPS-approved continuing education programming for that corresponding specialty. These programs are created by non-BPS entities that specialize in educational material for that specialty area.

Regardless of the pathway chosen, as a part of recertification, board-certified pharmacists will need to earn 20 units of self-reported continuous professional development, which includes various activities that further a board-certified pharmacist's practice but may not necessarily involve obtaining continuing pharmacy education (CPE) hours. Some of these activities include precepting learners, scholarly activities, and leadership and professional service, just to name a few.


https://bpsweb.org/recertification-overview/

Opportunities to get involved with BPS
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New Practitioners and Student Pharmacists can get involved with BPS before they are even eligible to sit for the examination.

If you would like to learn more about the certification process, the operations of BPS, or want an experience in association management through the lens of a credentialing agency here are two opportunities


BPS Executive Fellowship

O The American Pharmacists Association and Board of Pharmacy Specialties offer
a one-year Executive Fellowship in Association Management for early career
post-PharmD graduates.

O Exposure to high priority issues from the perspective of a certification agency

O Work with the P.A.C.E Team

U Enhance skills in communication and project management

U Contribute to global strategic goals and initiatives

O Network with pharmacy leaders and subject matter experts in both APhA and
BPS

O For more information you can check out: APhA/BPS Executive Fellowship

b Ps Board of Pharmacy Speciclties”™


Presenter
Presentation Notes
The American Pharmacists Association and Board of Pharmacy Specialties offer a one-year Executive Fellowship in Association Management.
Fellows will get exposure to high priority issues within the professional pharmacy landscape from the perspective of a certification agency.
Work along the Professional Affairs, Communication, and Engagement (P.A.C.E Team)

Fellows will:
Enhance their knowledge and skills in communication and project management
Contribute to global strategic goals and initiatives
Network with pharmacy leaders and subject matter experts at both APhA and BPS


Link: https://www.pharmacist.com/Career/Residencies/APhA-Executive-Post-Graduate-Training?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgJyyBhCGARIsAK8LVLMhWlsrXbAUxCnwZrVHKP5BbmzPjlf7j7OwB7Bq-zgJEwp9pO53pyIaAk_ZEALw_wcB




https://www.pharmacist.com/Career/Residencies/APhA-Executive-Post-Graduate-Training?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgJyyBhCGARIsAK8LVLPJUFhRrVHbBFQgWzyS9L1xMT4HWCrr0qXu-QdDTlucvywTj0tzCS8aAlb2EALw_wcB

BPS - Advanced Pharmacy Practice Experience

O The American Pharmacists Association and Board of Pharmacy Specialties
offer a rotational experience.

L Experience a unique and highly individualized experience in association
management.

Participate in leadership meetings

ldentify and analyze high priority issues in pharmacy

Develop skills in project management, communication, information
gathering, and analysis within a certification agency

Expand your network with staff and pharmacists from various settings.

U 000

O For more information you can check out: APhA Experiential Program Page
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An opportunity for students who are interested in:
Experiencing a unique and highly individualized experience in association management through a certification agency. Learn about the history and the work of the Board of Pharmacy Specialties
Participating in leadership meetings of the association during the rotation
Identifying and analyzing high priority issues in pharmacy practice
Developing skills in project management, communication, information gathering, and analysis within a certification agency.
Expanding your network by interacting with staff members, and pharmacists practicing all over the world from various practice settings and pharmacy fields.

Link: https://www.pharmacist.com/Membership/Student-Pharmacists/APhA-Experiential-Programs?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgJyyBhCGARIsAK8LVLOMEZmHrGkL3YmaWhrqh5o3K8V9PM1VbzPIazL1WQszWouunebJTUgaAm1vEALw_wcB


https://www.pharmacist.com/Membership/Student-Pharmacists/APhA-Experiential-Programs?gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjwgJyyBhCGARIsAK8LVLOMEZmHrGkL3YmaWhrqh5o3K8V9PM1VbzPIazL1WQszWouunebJTUgaAm1vEALw_wcB
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Questions?

Board of Pharmacy Specialties
2215 Constitution Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20037
P: 202-429-7591
E: info@bpsweb.org
Bpsweb.org
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For more information visit the BPS website at www.bpsweb.org or if you have additional questions feel free to contact BPS. 
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